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PREFACE

This is the fourth in a series of volumes containing critical
editions of the Arabic text of Averroes’ Middle Commentaries on
Aristotle’s logical works. The other volumes present Averroes’
Middle Commentaries on Aristotle’s Calegories, De Interpreta -
tione, Prior Analytics, Topics, Sophistics, Rhetoric, and Poetics.
Although the fourth of Averroes’ Middle Commentaries on Aristo -
tle’s logical works, this volume is numbered the fifth because
Averroes' Middle Commentary on Porphyry's Isagoge, which to
our knowledge has not survived in the Arabic original, represents
the introduction to these works and is designated as the first
volume of the series. The Hcbrew version of that work has
survived, however, and has been edited as the first volume.
Publication of these works has been undertaken in order to com -
plete and extend the ambitious project begun by Professor
Mahmoud Kassem a few ycars before his death. Thus their
publication is meant to stand as a scholarly (testimonial to the
esteem and affectlon with which he is remembered by students and
colleagues throughout the world'.

This edition, like our edition< of Averroes’ Middle Commen-
taries on Aristolle’s Categories, De Interpretatione, and Prior
Analytics is primarily based on two manuscripts-— the Florence
Laurenziano CLXXX, 54 and the University of Leiden 2073. And
here, too, we have generally preferred the readings of the
Florence manuscript to those of the Leiden manuscript. We have
also collated the four additional manuscripts first used with our
edition of Averroes Middle Commentary on Aristotle's De Inter -
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pretatione—namely, the Cairo Dér al-Kutub Mantiq 9, the Teheran
Mishkat 375, the Dublin Chester Beatty 3769, and the Teheran
Shardye Mellt 5496 — and the John Ryland Library of Manchester
379 [ 347 ] which first used with our edition of Averroes’ Middle
Commentary on Aristotle's Prior Analytics. With rare exceptions,
the readings of these latter five manuscripts have added nothing
to our text.

In the works which precede this, Averroes has spoken of the
Posterior Analytics as representing the summit of Aristotle’s teach-
ing insofar as it presents the fullest account of the best kind of
logical syllogism==the demonstration, He reminds us of those claims
here and frequently sends us back to those other treatises to refresh
our memories about points that have already been explained. Yet
he does not allow the discussion here to become as ponderous
and detailed as his explanations of those other works. Without
slighting Aristotle’s account in any manner, Averroes concentrates
on showing what demonstration is and how it functions. He is
especially thorough in his discussion of how knowledge may be
acquired, an issue to which he returns as frequently as a faithful
commentary on Aristolle’s text well permit, and in his identifica-
tion of intellect or intuition as the faculty by which we acquire
the undemonstrable principles of demonstration . Though he speaks
in his own name rather frequently here, actually breaking the flow
of the argument by interjecting * and 1 say” (fa quit), he does
not fundamentally alter Aristotle’s explanation at any point. No,
Averroes’ concern here is to make Aristotle’s teaching about
demonstration and about the character of certain knowledge com -
prehensible. For these and other related questions, his commentary
is an indispensable guide. Moreover, just as his references to the
preceding works suggest the way they prepare the teaching of this
one, his numerous allusions here to what he calls logical or
dialectical argumentation point to the next work and thus to the
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larger logical teaching which moves through the Topics to culmi-
nate in the Poetics.

I would like to express my appreciation here for the encour-
agement and support offered by the American Research Center
in Egypt, the Smithsonian Institution, and the American Philo-
sophical Society. [ am also grateful to the family of Professor Kassem
for granting me access to the papers relevant to this edition and
to Ahmad Abd al-Magid Haridi for his editorial assistance. Above
all, [ would like to thank Professor Muhsin Mahdi for sound advice
and probing criticism .

C. E.B.
CAIRO
January, 1982
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